[Evaluation on non invasive diagnostic tests for the second look in epithelial ovarian cancer].
To determine the usefulness of diagnostic tests performed before a second look laparotomy in patients with epithelial ovarian cancer. Thirty-three patients with epithelial ovarian cancer attended at Fundación Jiménez Díaz from 1984 to 1995 were studied. All patients initially underwent cyto-reducing surgery, followed by at least six platinum-based chemotherapy cycles. Prior to second look laparotomy all patients were evaluated by computerized tomography (CT) of the pelvis and abdomen, CA-125, pelvic-abdominal echography and gynecologic examination. To evaluate sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value and negative predictive value for each test contingency tables were used. Eleven out of the 33 second look patients (33%) had histologic or cytologic evidence of disease. Six out of the eleven positive second look had a positive CT prior to second look (sensitivity of 55%). CT showed lack of disease in 21 out of the 22 negative second look cases (specificity 95%). Positive and negative predictive values of the test were 86% and 81%, respectively. Nine cases out of the 28 who had a CA-125 obtained had a positive second look. Four out of these nine patients had an increased CA-125 value (sensitivity 44%, specificity 95%, positive predictive value 80% and negative predictive value 78%). Sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value and negative predictive value of physical examination and echography were 36%, 100%, 100%, 76% and 27%, 95%, 75%, 72%, respectively. On the other hand, sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value and negative predictive value of all tests taken together were 64%, 91%, 78% and 83%, with a rate of false-negative results of 17% and a rate of false-positive results of 22%. Pelvic-abdominal computerized tomography, CA-125, pelvic-abdominal echography and gynecologic examination can be an alternative to second look laparotomy for the diagnosis of persistence or recurrence of the disease in patients with epithelial ovarian cancer.